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SAINT MARY'S CHURCH. 

WITH THE BREACH MADE BY CROMWELL IN THE TOWN 
WALL, IN THE STORMING OF DROGHEDA, 1649. 

Saint Mary's, founded by the citizens of Drogheda 
under Edward the I., was originally a convent of Carme- 
lites, and called Saint Mary's of Mount Carmel, a name 
very expressive of its situation, being erected on the most 
elevated part of the southern division of the town, and 
occupying the south east angle of the town wall. It was 
made subject to the prior of Saint Keenan's, Duleek, by 
Walter de Lacy, and received a portion of its support 
from trie tolls taken from butter at Johns Gate, hence 



anciently denominated Butter Gate. The present church 
is a modern structure, plain and small, but sufficiently spa- 
cious for the congregation of the parish : this is the second 
church erected on this spot since the demolition of the 
original one by Cromwell, the only remains of which are 
the walls of a small vestry, near the east end, of the pre- 
sent building, and the foundations of the old tower, about 
loO feet distant. 

As before stated, St. Mary's Church and burial ground, 
occupy the south east angle of the ancient town wall ; the 
defences here were strong, both by nature and art, the 
wall to the east running along the brink of a deep preci- 
pitous valley, called the Dale, at the bottom of which a 
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ttream flows, which, after supplying James'-street Brewery 
with water, falls into the Boyne : in this church-yard are 
the remains of a regular bastion and platform for cannon, 
being the only vestige of modern fortification, in the en- 
tire circuit of the town walls. 

This spot is remarkable, as being the place at which 
Cromwell directed all his efforts in the storming of 
Drogheda in 10 49, efforts crowned with a complete, but 
bloody and inhuman success. The following copies of his 
letters to the parliament of England on this subject are 
extracted from the parliamentary history of England, vol. 
19, and need no apology for their insertion here, accom- 
panied by notes, descriptive of the present situation of 
this place. 

LETTER I. 

FOR THB HONORABLE WILLIAM LENTHALL, ESQ. SPEAKER 
OF THE PARLIAMENT OF ENGLAND. 

Dublin, September \lth f 1649. 
Sir. — Your army being safely arrived in Dublin, and 
the enemy endeavouring to draw all his forces together, 



about Trym and Tecroghan, as ray intelligence gave me, 
from whence endeavours were used by tue Marquis of 
Ormonde, to draw Owen Roe O'Neill to his assistance, but 
with what success I cannot yet learn. 1 resolved after 
some refreshment taken for our weather-beaten men and 
horses, and accommodations for a march, to take the field, 
and accordingly upon Friday the 30th of August last, ren- 
dezvoused with eight regiments of foot, six of horse, and 
some troops of Dragoons, three miles on the north side of 
Dublin, the design was, the endeavouring the regaining of 
Drogheda, or tempting the enemy upon his hazard of the 
loss of that place to fight. 

Your army came before the town, upon the Monday 
following, where, having encamped, as speedy a course 
was taken as could be to frame our batteries, which took 
up the more time, because divers of the battering-guns 
were on ship board. Upon Monday the 9th of this instant, 
the batteries began to play, whereupon I sent Sir Arthur 
Ashton, the then governor, a summons to deliver up the 
town to the use of the parliament of England, to the which 
receiving no satisfactory answer, I proceeded that day to 
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beat down a tower* on the south side of the town and to 
beat down the steeple of a church not far from the same 
place, which you will perceive by the chart inclosed. 

Our guns not being able to do much that day, it was 
resolved to do our utmost the next, to make breaches 
assaultable, and, by the help of God, to storm them ;f the 

* '* I proceeded that day, &c" This must have been the 
steeple of St. Mary's, as we do not know of any other church 
in the south side of Drogheda. There was indeed the Priory of 
St. John's in John-street, but it is not probable this building 
ever had a steeple , the tower mentioned, stood in the S. E. 
angle of the Town wall, and was then a modern work com- 
pared to the rest of the defences in that place : the ruins of it 
shew that the ancient wall was demolished, and this tower or 
bastion erected a little further in, with a batter or slope to the 
level of the church yard, which is perhaps 20 feet higher 
within the wall, than the irround on the orrtside. There are 
the remains of vaults in this angle, which were probably used 
as a Magazine. 

f " The place pitched upon, &c. " It has been a matter 
of surprize to many who have not read these letters, that 
Cromwell should have chosen this spot, (undoubtedly the 
strongest and most dillicult of access) on which to make his 
attack, — the church yard of St. Mary's, forming a rampart 
*20 feet high, faced with stone, and well flanked with towers, 
besides the advantage of the church within, and the valley of 



place chosen was that part of the wall next a church, called 
Saint Mary's, which was the rather pitched upon, because 
we did hope, that if we did enter and possess that church, 
we should be the better able to keep it against, their horse 
and foot, until we could make entrance for our horse, which 
we did not conceive that any other part of the town would 
afford the like advantage for the purpose with this ; the 
batteries planted* were two, one was for that part of the 
wall against the east end of the said church, the other, 

*' The Dale," forming a tremendous and almost impassable 
ditch to the east — in fact so precipitous, that it is impossible to 
ascend it in a direct line. On the south the access was not so 
difficult, but the wail was high, defended by towers at inter- 
vals, and strengthened by arched buttresses on the inside. 
However he has made his reasons sufficiently obviou?, and al- 
though we detest the inhumanity of the man, we must ad- 
mire the courage and generalship of the officer, which 
prompted him to storm the strongest part of the fortress, that 
he might insure a secure lodgement within. 

* " The batteries planted were two, &c." Of these bat- 
teries, the scite of that to the east is yet visible, situate about 
800 yards distant on the opposite Bide of the Dale, and still 
called " Cromwell's mount." As they have begun to till it- 
lately, it is probable that in a few years it will entirely disap- 
pear. The battery on the south cannot now be traced ; there 
are no remains of the entrenchments mentioned. 



